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MESSIAH MEMOS 
Messiah Fairview Park     May 2021 

MESSIAH MEMOS 
EASTER SEASON WORSHIP NOTES 

 

Sunday Morning— 

• We return to two Sunday services, 8:30 & 10 

am 

• Each service can accommodate up to 65   

people in the marked pews. 

• Masks are still required. So is six-foot distanc-

ing. 

• Fresh outside air will be pulled into the 

church between services. 

• Quiet singing is permitted at 10 am—but only 

with masks in place. 

• Hymnals and offering envelopes are available 

in the pews (New medical advice says that 

surfaces are not a significant factor in spread-

ing the virus.) 

• Baptisms will continue to take place after the 

last service of the morning 

 

Special Services— 

• Once-a Month Zoom Evening Prayer. Last 

Wednesday of every month at 6:30 pm. 

* Dates: April 28, May 26, June 30 

 * Meeting ID: 847 9934 2455 Passcode: 7rEqFY 
 

• Ascension Day, Thursday, May 13 at 7 pm at 

church unless otherwise advised 
 

• Confirmation Sunday, May 16. Confirmation 

at the 10 am service 
 

• Pentecost Sunday, May 23. The last of the 

three great Christian festivals. 

 

Saturday Evening Services— 

• Launching on Pentecost Eve, Saturday, May 

22. Outdoor service in the parking lot. 

Continuing every other Saturday, 5:30 pm in 

the sanctuary.  

* June Dates: June 5 & June 19 

 

Remember to keep observing basic pandemic 

protocols. Masks, distance, no handshakes or 

hugs, frequent hand-washing. Thank you! 

A NOTE ON SINGING AS WE         

TRANSITION BACK TO TWO SERVICES 

 

The reopening committee has heard your input 

on congregational singing. They've heard from 

some members who have preferred to 

livestream services at home due to the previous 

policy excluding congregational singing at in 

person services. Thanks be to God for those 

who have joined in the song of the church even 

at home! The committee has also heard from 

those who are hesitant to sing in large or even 

small groups due to the number of aerosols 

produced. The committee has decided to differ-

entiate between the 8:30 and 10:00 services to 

serve as many congregation members in person 

as are comfortable coming. The 8:30 service 

will continue to be led by a duet of singers in 

the balcony with no congregational singing. For 

those who are comfortable and ready to come 

back and sing in person, the 10:00 service will 

allow congregational singing (with masks in 

place.) Messiah's premier musical ensemble, the 

voice of the congregation, will be heard once 

more in Messiah's sanctuary. God be praised! 

PRIVATE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Would you like to receive Holy Communion? 

The next Communion dates are: 

 

* Wednesday, 4/28: 4 - 6 pm 

* Wednesday, 5/5: 4 - 6 pm 

* Saturday, 5/8: 9 - 11 am 

* Wednesday, 5/12: 4 - 6 pm 

* Wednesday, 5/19: 4 - 6 pm 

* Saturday, 5/22: 9 - 11 am 

* Wednesday, 5/26: 4 - 6 pm 

 

* To register or for more dates, visit the       

Messiah website; MessiahFairview.org.  

 

Enter through the main east doors at your 

scheduled time. Families will be seated socially 

distanced. Masks are required.  
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HOW TO KEEP CONTRIBUTING 
 

• First, huge thanks to God for the faith and generosity of so many at Messiah. Even in these 

days our offerings are holding steady. A special thanks for an outpouring of gifts to our Pas-

tors’ Fund to help people with  emergency needs. 
 

• Three Ways to Give: 

•  By mail: Messiah Lutheran Church (21485 Lorain Rd, Fairview Park, OH 44126) 

•  Give Online: visit messiahfairview.org and click the “Give & Serve” tab. 

•  Text to Give: text 855-913-1744. See the website for more information. 

ORGAN CHIMES PROJECT 

 

It’s been 11 years since the major refurbishment of Messiah’s Schlicker pipe 

organ that has served this congregation since 1970. The investment that 

Messiah Lutheran Church’s members put into the project has and continues 

to serve congregational singing as well as other musical pursuits. One thing 

that was not taken on at that point in time was an overhaul of the chime 

set on the organ. Not to be confused with handbells or handchimes, organ 

chimes are most similar to the long tubular bells seen in the percussion    

section of a concert band or orchestra that are struck with mallets. Many of 

you may not recall ever hearing the organ chimes play at Messiah. Accord-

ing to Tim Hemry, who spearheaded the 2010 renovation and continues to 

service our organ, the current chimes are “a hopeless mess.” He even lik-

ened the sound the strikers create to “crashing glass or worse” if you can 

imagine. Moreover, one chime from the set had to be removed because it 

began dinging at inopportune times during worship. Tim has searched around for a different set of 

chimes that could be installed in place of the current one. He has found a set that was no longer 

needed in its current place, so the best use of resources will be to recycle the set he’s found    ra-

ther than to try to overhaul the current set. Tim also indicates that the “new” set is extra nice. 

They are larger in diameter and there are more chimes in the set compared to the current chimes.  

 

A generous memorial gift has been given already that will cover a majority of the work needed. 

Of the $6,820 estimate Tim has given for installation of the chimes, Messiah needs to come up 

with only $1,820. This pricing includes the chimes themselves, mounting of the chimes with oak 

bracing, as well as switching and wiring to the organ console controls. The chimes will be      

transported by Tim to Erie where the custom layout for the chimes action will be done, and the 

chimes should be ready to install this summer. If you have a heart and appreciation for music and 

would love to hear the chimes sound at Messiah, please consider making a donation towards the 

organ chimes fund. You can do this either by sending a check to the church office with “organ 

chimes” written on the memo line or by giving online—in the “other” box you can make a note 

that your donation is for the organ chimes. 

 

As the Messiah choir and Joy Ringers joined in proclaiming for this year’s Easter services: “The 

bells of Easter sweetly peal, all sorrow chased away. They chime the hope of Christ revealed, this 

joyful Easter day. The Lord of life has gone on high, defeating death and sin. “Rejoice!” with 

swelling notes they cry! Let Easter praise begin.” May the new organ chimes serve to proclaim 

Christ’s birth, life, and resurrection for many years to come! 

 

~Connie Triplett, Director of Music 
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Though again, we’re not there yet. So say the 

scientists and public health officials. So say the 

numbers about daily covid infections and hos-

pital admittances and covid-caused funerals. 

Care and caution are still the order of the day, 

the week, the month. The summer, for all we 

know.  
 

We’re bearing this in mind at Messiah as we 

work gingerly toward the full reopening we’d 

love to see. It will be a while, though we’re 

taking baby steps in that direction. See the arti-

cle elsewhere in this newsletter about our wor-

ship plans for the rest of the spring. Bear with 

us as we find our way forward. We do encour-

age you to start coming back to church if you 

feel safe in doing so, and especially if you’ve 

been vaccinated. This wondrous Christian faith 

of ours puts such a strain on the imagination at 

times. One of the key ways our Lord helps us 

trust him is by surrounding us with other peo-

ple who trust him too. To see them—to let 

them see you—is so very important in keeping 

our faith alive and strong.  
 

We thank and praise God this Easter for all of 

you. May the light of Christ shine brightly in all 

our hearts, and in our life together as a witness 

to his hope for all people. 
 

—Pr. Burce and Pr. Seth 

FROM THE PASTORS 

“Christ is risen indeed!” We got 

to hear over two hundred peo-

ple say this at our in-person 

gatherings on Easter Sunday—

about seventy at each of the 

two Easter services at church, 

and another eighty or so at 

our sunrise service in Bain 

Park.  
 

What a contrast this was from 

last year’s Easter when our 

church was empty except for 

the eight or nine people who 

were there to lead the service. 

The rest of you were huddled at home watch-

ing the livestream. Those were the early 

weeks of the pandemic shutdown. There was 

danger in the air that we knew far too little 

about. What enormous progress has been 

made these past twelve months in discovering 

what it is and how it works and, better still, 

how to protect people from it. 
 

Make no mistake: all this progress is a gift 

from our merciful God who, as usual, has 

worked through countless human beings to 

care for the world and the people who fill it. 

Everyone who has strapped on a mask to 

keep from catching or spreading the virus has 

been serving God in this disaster, whether 

they’ve known it or not. Most don’t, or so 

we’re guessing. It falls to people like us, 

blessed with an Easter-style imagination, to 

thank God for them. 
 

Now come the tough days of not-quite-there-

yet. Vaccines are here. Almost everyone on 

Messiah’s staff, school and church alike, has 

gotten their shots. The same is true for most 

of our older members, or so we’re hearing. 

Younger members are in the queue, or so we 

hope. We can’t encourage you enough to 

take this step. As with masks, so with shots. 

They’re a gift God provides so we can care 

for our neighbors as well as ourselves. We’re 

all aching for the normal that vanished in a 

heartbeat a year ago. Here’s how God is get-

ting us there. 

The Rev. Seth Bridger   

BIBLE STUDIES 

 

Try a Zoom Bible study: 

• Wednesday morning at 10 am (Pr. Burce) 

  Read through the Prophet Isaiah  
 

• Wednesday evening at 7 pm (Pr. Burce) 

  The Book of God: A Tour through the  

Bible with the help of Walt Wangerin 

(pastor, professor – award-winning writer)  
 

• Thursday evening at 9 pm (Pr. Seth) 

  Based on the book 11 Indispensable      

Relationships You Can’t Be Without by 

Len Sweet  
 

Contact Pastor Burce (jburce@messiahfp.org) 

or Pastor Seth (sbridger@messiahfp.org) if you 

would like to join in on any of these Zoom  

Bible Studies. 
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CONFIRMATION SUNDAY    

May 16 @ 10 am  
 

Confirmation instruction and faith formation 

has continued throughout the past year via 

Zoom and livestreaming worship opportuni-

ties. The 8th grade students will have an oppor-

tunity to publicly profess their Christian faith 

during worship on Sunday, May 16th. We, as a 

Church, have the opportunity to celebrate with 

them and to publicly support them in this signif-

icant faith stepping stone moment.   

MESSIAH CELEBRATES WITH  

KARISSA MONSON! 
 

Karissa recently started a new job as the Direc-

tor of Technology and Operations at LifeJour-

ney Church in Indianapolis, IN. She will be in 

charge of all of the worship technology, social 

media, and other building responsibilities.  

Karissa grew up here at Messiah, and we cele-

brate with her as she begins serving and utiliz-

ing her gifts in this new position! 

LITTLE FOOD PANTRY 

 

Messiah's Little Food Pantry has 

been a blessing to many in these 

Covid times, especially throughout 

this winter. The food pantry holds 

approximately 50 items and we 

are refilling it every 2-3 days. 
 

Thank you for your past donations. We     

continue to need donations. Suggested items: 

* protein items 

* hygiene items 

* food items in boxes or with twist tops, pull 

tabs (anything easily opened without a can 

opener) 
 

Thank you again for continuing to support this 

outreach. Drop off for donations is Monday -

Friday, 9 am - 3 pm; or Sunday morning at 

Messiah. 

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP SERVICES 

TO RETURN MAY 22ND 
 

Pentecost weekend is approaching, and there 

will be an outdoor worship service at 5:30 pm 

on Saturday, May 22nd. The worship service 

will be held in the parking lot of Messiah.   

Masks will be required, as well as social distanc-

ing expected.  Bring your own lawn chairs, or 

plan to worship from your vehicle.    
 

The Praise team plans to return to help lead 

worship on Saturday, June 5th and Saturday, 

June 19th. Both of these services will be held 

indoors inside the Sanctuary of Messiah. Both 

services on June 5th and June 19th will begin at 

5:30 pm. Masks and social distancing will be 

necessary. We will not return to Saturday  

evening worship services in the downstairs 

Commons area at this time due to poor ventila-

tion and social distance requirements.    
 

Saturday evening worship services will be   

evaluated in July to determine the best way to 

continue offering Saturday evening worship  

opportunities moving forward. 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND—

WHAT A RELIEF!  
 

If your marriage has had some 

struggles during the pandemic, you 

are not alone! The virus has put a 

great deal of stress on a lot of marriages, and 

others simply need some time to focus on just 

being a couple. So now is the perfect time to 

sign up to attend a Lutheran Marriage Encoun-

ter Weekend June 11 – 13.  This is designed to 

bless your relationship, whether you have 

been married a year or 60+, or whether you 

are happy, arguing, or “doing ok.” 
 

 This year we are offering this Virtual Week-

end in June so that you can experience this 

powerful event in the comfort, safety, and  

privacy of your own home, and for just $100. 
 

Registration deadline is June 4
th
, to allow for 

the mailing of materials to your home.   

(Should complications arise, your payment is 

refundable. And if $100 causes you financial 

hardship, scholarship assistance may be availa-

ble.)  Go to www.GodLovesMarriage.org. 
 

Questions: contact Dale & Ruth Mortensen 

440-734-6312, d.r.mortensen@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.GodLovesMarriage.org
mailto:d.r.mortensen@sbcglobal.net
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Messiah 5K Fun Run & 1 

Mile Walk Update 
 

Our annual Mother's Day 5K 

Race and 1 Mile Fun Run is 

postponed in 2021. Our com-

mittee has been meeting since 

January trying to organize this 

event.  At this time, the City of 

Fairview Park is not  approving 

any race permits. We are hoping 

to be able to reschedule this 

fall. Thank you for your past 

support.  

COLLEGE LOANS FOR THE 2021-2022 

SCHOOL YEAR 

 

PIERSTORF MEMORIAL LOAN FUND—provides interest-free 

loans to Lutheran students who are or will be enrolled full time in 

a four-year undergraduate program at any accredited college or 

university. This year, the maximum interest-free loan is $3,000 for 

the school year. We do not ask for family income information, and 

strive to provide loans for any  Lutheran college student. First time 

borrowers can be new or returning college students. For infor-

mation, visit www.Pierstorf.org and complete the 2021—2022  

application. Applications opened April 15 and remain open until 

June 30, 2021. Questions? Email Pierstorf@messiahfp.org  

 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN SCHOOL (PK-8)  

OFFERS AFFORDABLE EXCELLENCE!  

      At Messiah Lutheran School PK-8, we believe God created your child to change 

the world with the love of Jesus, and we’re here to help them practice doing that! As you consid-

er education choices in the coming years, we encourage families to be mindful of the benefits that 

are at the core of our Messiah Lutheran School program. A Messiah School education remains an 

incredible value for its small class sizes, support programs, and enrichment opportunities. 
 

Messiah School has remained committed to on-campus instruction for our scholars throughout the 

school year, and has experienced zero cases of COVID transmission. Thanks be to God! Join us in 

safe, healthy classrooms where kids are thriving! 
 

A wide variety of scholarships are offered to Messiah students.  Every student receives a scholar-

ship from the congregation of Messiah Lutheran Church.  Messiah also offers the full and partial 

EdChoice Scholarships, Partners in Ministry scholarships (provided by Messiah Lutheran Church 

and students’ home congregation), sibling discounts, and need-based financial aid. 
 

Messiah School has a long-established program featuring certified, highly-qualified educators with 

a focus on student development, academic content, and teaching strategies in a loving, Christian 

community. Messiah’s educators are building on over 60 years of successful programming,        

improving teacher efficacy and student achievement each year, through ongoing professional 

learning, and the sharing of best practices.   
 

• Enrolling all grades NOW! 

• On-campus 5 days per week 

• Wide range of safety measures 

• Variable tuition model & financial aid 

• EdChoice scholarship now open 
 

A campus visit is the best way to experience Messiah School’s Joyful, Challenging, World-changing 

approach to education. For the safety of your family and our current staff & students, we request 

scheduled visits to our campus located at 4401 W 215th, Fairview Park, Ohio. Schedule your visit 

through the school portal at messiahfairview.org or contact Janice Snyder, Admissions Coordina-

tor, at jsnyder@messiahfp.org.    

http://www.pierstorf.org/
mailto:Pierstorf@messiahfp.org
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MEALS ON WHEELS, ANYONE? 

 

The Fairview Park Meals on Wheels program is 

in a position to serve some additional house-

holds in the Fairview Park community. Here’s 

how they describe their service:  

 

“We provide two meals a day and we deliver 

it to the person. This service is provided at a 

very low cost to the recipient. It can be for a 

brief period of time as someone recovers from 

illness, or for a longer period. It might benefit 

people concerned with Covid exposure since 

we deliver to the door.” 

 

Interested in this for yourself or for a Fairview 

Park neighbor? If so, drop a note to Harriet 

Treynor, harriet61@sbcglobal.net 

FAMILY NEWS 

BAPTISMS 
 

Vincent Adrian Twigg 

 Baptized: 4/25/2021 

 DOB:  6/23/2020 

 Parents: Owen & Danielle Twigg 

 

THANK YOU, MESSIAH… 

 

From Pr. Mulba Borsay of Calvary 

Lutheran, East Cleveland— 
 

We received [your gift of] $1000 for our hunger 

ministry. This is indeed a great blessing at this 

time. We are grateful for your support to the  

people of our community. This support is more 

than financial; it’s the thought, it’s the care, it’s 

knowing that we are all together in ministry. 

Thank you again and again! 

 

From Pr. Keith Forni of First & Santa Cruz Luther-

an, Joliet, Illinois— 
 

On behalf of all the people of God at First and 

Santa Cruz, Gracias! Thank you for your generous 

gift from the Messiah Pastor’s Fund to help with 

critical needs in our parish ministry. Your response 

and your mission partnership with our congrega-

tion over the years is a source of great encourage-

ment, for which we praise God. 

 

From Brian Upton of Building Hope in the City— 
 

Thank you for your contribution of Christmas toys 

and financial gifts for our annual Christmas Store 

on behalf of families in the Clark-Fulton and 

Stockyards neighborhood. Our Store brought the 

Christmas Spirit to our community through the 

2,000 donated toys (over $40,000 value!) by   

individuals, businesses and churches. Parents and 

grandparents shopped for 253 children! 

 

From Michelle Virnelson of Love In the Name of 

Christ— 
 

Thank you for your generous gifts this past year. 

We had over 5,000 calls for assistance in 2020. 

Together, with partner churches like you, commu-

nity organizations and individuals, we helped 480 

families. Love INC also gave away over $133,000 

in goods and services this past year. We believe 

the need will be even greater in the year to come. 

Your support continues to be instrumental in 

meeting these needs and is greatly appreciated.  

Fri., April 23 @ 7 pm      Sat., April 24 @ 7 pm 

Sun., April 25 @ 2 pm 

Live performance tickets available for cast & 

crew families. All 3 performances will be live 

streamed for online viewing (purchase access 

for $15) LutheranWest.com/Drama 


